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Alaska
For 14 years, members of the Yakutat Tlingit Tribe, fearing health effects from dioxin exposure, 
stopped harvesting clam and crab for food in the Ankau Saltchuk and closed their native culture 
camp. Alaska’s Environmental Public Health Program (EPHP) partnered with ATSDR to assess 
cancer and non-cancer risks from eating dioxin-contaminated seafood, conduct risk communica-
tion and health education in the community, and conducted a survey to evaluate the initiative’s 
effectiveness. The initiative proved successful when a year later, the majority of the community 
resumed harvesting seafood.
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